THE HANSA'S PART IN CEREMONIES.         igg

The Triumph of Poverty was purely allegorical, and
appears to have been considered less attractive than
the former work, whether on account of its treatment,
or on account of its less pleasing theme does not ap-
pear. In this case the car is drawn by two oxen and
two asses, designated as Negligence and Idleness,
Greed and Sloth. This canvas, too, bore some Latin
verses from More's pen, which, curiously enough,
have not been incorporated in his collected works.

In all public ceremonies and processions the Han-
seatics seem also to have taken a notable part; as we
mentioned above on the occasion of Henry the Sixth's
entry. We come across another detailed account
when Queen Mary went in triumph through London
the day before her coronation. At Fenchurch the
Genoese had dressed up a lovely boy as a girl, who
was carried before the Queen and greeted her. The
Hanseatics had built up a hillock in the corner of
Gracechurch, whence a fountain poured forth wine.
On this hillock stood four children who likewise
greeted the Queen. In front of the Steelyard they
had placed two casks of wine, from which they poured
drink to all who passed. This liberality cost them
a thousand pounds, and heavy payments to cover
such expenses are not infrequent in their account
books.

In England, contrary to the usual custom, the Han-
seatic League never had its own church. Perhaps
this need was less felt in a land that professed
the same creed than in Russia. The Germans
frequented the parish church of All Hallows,
contenting themselves with endowing a chapel,